
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Irene Sabatini wins the 2010 Orange Award for New Writers 
 

 
www.orangeprize.co.uk  

 
19.15pm, London, 9 June 2010 – Zimbabwean debut author Irene Sabatini has 

won the 2010 Orange Award for New Writers with her novel The Boy Next Door 
(Sceptre).  

 

Chair of Judges, Di Speirs, presented the £10,000 bursary, provided by Arts Council 

England, to the author at the Orange Prize for Fiction awards ceremony at the Royal 

Festival Hall, Southbank Centre, London attended by Her Royal Highness the 

Duchess of Cornwall.  

 

Di Speirs, Chair of Judges said: “Immediately engaging, vivid and buzzing with 

energy, The Boy Next Door is the work of a true storyteller.  At heart a love story, it is 

also so much more as, through the experiences of its charismatic protagonists, it 

charts the first two decades of the emerging Zimbabwe with honesty, humour and 

humanity.” 

 

She continues, “Irene Sabatini has written an important book that will enchant 

readers and which marks the emergence of a serious new talent.”  

 

Launched in 2005 as part of the 10th anniversary celebrations for the Orange Prize 

for Fiction, the emphasis of the Orange Award for New Writers is on emerging talent 

and the evidence of future potential.   

 

All first works of fiction - including novels, short story collections and novellas, written 

in English by a woman of any age or nationality and published as a book in the UK - 

http://www.orangeprize.co.uk/�


are eligible.  First time authors can be entered for both the Orange Prize for Fiction 

and the Orange Award for New Writers in any one year. 

 

The judges for the 2010 Orange Award for New Writers are: 

 
Di Speirs (Chair), Editor - Readings, BBC Radio 4 

Rachel Cooke, Writer and Columnist, The Observer 

Bernardine Evaristo, Novelist, critic and winner of the 2009 Orange Prize Youth 

Panel award for Blonde Roots 

 
Diana Evans took the first ever Orange Award for New Writers in 2005 for her debut 

novel, 26A.  She subsequently went on to win the Decibel Award 2006 at the British 

Book Awards and was shortlisted for the Whitbread First Novel Award 2005.  Naomi 

Alderman won the Orange Award for New Writers in 2006 and has since gone on to 

win The Sunday Times Young Writer of the Year (2007) for her first novel, 

Disobedience.  

 

Canadian writer, Karen Connelly, took the Award in 2007 for her novel, The Lizard 

Cage and Joanna Kavenna won the Award in 2008 for her debut novel, Inglorious. 

Most recently, Francesca Kay took the Award in 2009 for her first work, An Equal  

Stillness. 

 

The Award was launched in 2005 in partnership with Arts Council England.  

Renewing their commitment to the partnership with Orange in 2008, Arts Council 

England committed a further £30,000 over three years (£10,000 per year) for bursary 

awards for the winners of the Orange Award for New Writers.  By offering a bursary 

to a novelist or short story writer for her first publication, the Arts Council is able to 

support the professional development of a writer at a crucial stage in her career. 

 

Moira Sinclair, London Executive Director of Arts Council England, said:  "Arts 

Council England would like to congratulate Irene Sabatini on winning this year's 

Orange Award for New Writers. We are very pleased to be supporting such an 

exciting writer at this important point in her career. The partnership with Orange is a 

vital part of our investment in emerging literary talent and we hope the award will 

enable a wonderful new writer to flourish." 

 

 



Irene Sabatini 
Irene Sabatini grew up in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. She studied psychology at the 

University of Zimbabwe and then took a Masters at the Institute of Education in 

London. She has lived and worked in several countries: teaching in Colombia, 

conducting research work in Barbadian schools and writing environmental science 

books for Zimbabwean primary schools. She currently lives in Geneva with her 

husband and two sons. 

 

The Boy Next Door 
As Zimbabwe breaks free of British colonial rule, young Lindiwe Bishop encounters 

violence at close hand when her white neighbour is murdered. But this is a domestic 

crime, apparently committed by the woman's stepson, Ian, although he is released 

from prison surprisingly quickly. Intrigued, Lindiwe strikes up a covert friendship with 

the mysterious boy next door, until he abruptly departs for South Africa. 

 

Years later, Ian returns to find that Lindiwe has been hiding her own secret. It is to 

bring them closer together, but also test a relationship already contending with racial 

prejudice and the hostility of Lindiwe's mother. And as their country slides towards 

chaos, the couple's grip on happiness becomes ever more precarious. 

 

The 2010 award ceremony took place in The Clore Ballroom of the Royal Festival 

Hall.  In addition to the Orange Award for New Writers winner announcement, author 

Anne Michaels was named as the winner of the Orange Prize 2010 Youth Panel 

Award and Anna Lewis won the Orange/Harpers Bazaar Short Story Competition for 

unpublished writers. 

 

Guests toasted the winner announcement at a champagne drinks reception courtesy 

of Taittinger. 

 
-ENDS- 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
For more information: 
Amanda Johnson or Naomi Li at M&C Saatchi: 
Tel: 020 7544 3751/ 0207 544 3687 or 07715 922 180/ 07837 252 397 
Email: amanda.johnson@mcsaatchi.com or naomi.li@mcsaatchi.com  
 
For images please visit: 
www.orange.co.uk/newsroom 
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If you would like to speak to Irene Sabatini after the 9th June 2010, please contact Nikki 
Barrow at Sceptre on 0207 873 6440 or nikki.barrow@hodder.co.uk  
 

 
Notes to Editors 

Orange is the key brand of the France Telecom Group, one of the world’s leading 
telecommunications operators. With 131.8 million customers, the Orange brand now covers 
Internet, television and mobile services in the majority of countries where the Group operates.  

About Orange  

 
In the UK, Orange provides high quality GSM coverage to 99% of the UK population, and 3G 
coverage to more than 93%. At the end of March 2010, Orange had more than 17.305 million 
customers in the UK – 16.442 million active mobile customers and approximately 863,000 
fixed line internet customers. 
 
Orange and any other Orange product or service names included in this material are trade 
marks of Orange Brand Services Limited. 
  
 
On July 1, the company will become part of Everything Everywhere, one company that runs 
two of Britain’s most famous brands  -  Orange and T-Mobile - with plans to  transform the 
industry bygiving customers instant access to everything, everywhere, offering them the best 
value, best choice and best network coverage in the country. 
 
For more information please call the Orange Press Office 0870 3731500, or visit 
www.orange.co.uk/newsroom 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Arts Council England works to get great art to everyone by championing, developing and 
investing in artistic experiences that enrich people's lives. As the national development 
agency for the arts, we support a range of artistic activities from theatre to music, literature to 
dance, photography to digital art, and carnival to crafts. Great art inspires us, brings us 
together and teaches us about ourselves, and the world around us. In short, it makes life 
better.  
 
Between 2008 and 2011, we will invest £1.3 billion of public money from government and a 
further £0.3 billion from the National Lottery to create these experiences for as many people 
as possible across the country. http://www.artscouncil.org.uk  
 
For more information (media only) please contact: Mathew Hanratty, Media Relations Officer, 
London t: 0207 973 5233, e: mathew.hanratty@artscouncil.org.uk 
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