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A Nest of Vipers
Written by Catherine Johnson

We meet Cato Hopkins in Newgate 
Prison in September 1712, on 
the morning of the day he is 
due to be hanged for fraud.

Cato is a boy criminal, part of Mother 
Hopkins’ adopted family. As he 
relates the story of how he came 
to be on the verge of paying for his 
sins with his life, Cato takes us on 
a journey through the underworld 
of eighteenth-century London.

Poverty, slavery and social injustice 
are just a few of the issues touched 
upon by Cato, but this is not a  
sad story. 

On the contrary, a lively writing style, 
plenty of humour and the bad guys 
getting their comeuppance make this 
a great read for both boys and girls. 

Reading Age: 10+
Interest Level: 9+
Publisher: Corgi  
Children’s Books

> Read an interview with  
Catherine Johnson at  
www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk

www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk

Cosmic
Written by Frank Cottrell Boyce

Even though he’s only 12, Liam 
is constantly mistaken for an 
adult, but he’s still a kid who loves 
playing computer games and riding 
rollercoasters. His inquisitive 
nature and adult appearance 
often get him into trouble but 
his dad usually intervenes and 
helps him avert disaster.

When Liam wins a competition to 
try out the world’s greatest thrill 
ride, he and his friend Florida are 
whisked away to Infinity Park in 
China by the mysterious Dr Drax. 

The friends find themselves 
competing for the chance to be 
sent into space; soon Liam is 
playing a grown-up in a situation 
that his dad can’t save him from.

Fantasy is interspersed with 
reality in this funny and touching 
story, which ultimately celebrates 
parents and the love they give.

Reading Age: 9+
Interest Level: 9+
Publisher: Macmillan  
Children’s Books
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Diary of a  
Wimpy Kid
Written and illustrated  
by Jeff Kinney

Greg Heffley is a normal American 
kid, albeit one with a habit of getting 
into (and out of) trouble. 

His diary, complete with hilarious 
cartoons, records a year in his life 
and follows his relationships with his 
nerdy best friend Rowley, annoying 
brothers Roderick and Manny and 
long-suffering parents.

Greg is constantly trying to boost 
his popularity but his attempts at 
body-building, cartooning and money-
making – all recounted in the same 
deadpan tone – inevitably fall flat. 

This laugh-out-loud book was a New 
York Times bestseller and is sure to 
appeal to children on this side of the 
Atlantic – it will undoubtedly raise a 
smile from their parents too!

Reading Age: 9+
Interest Level: 9+
Publisher: Puffin

Flood Child
Written by Emily Diamand

Lilly Melkun lives in a post-
climate-change catastrophic world, 
centuries in the future. Following 
the inundation of many areas, 
Britain has split into autonomous 
regions, which vie with each other for 
supremacy. Many of them have lost 
and now distrust the technological 
ability of previous centuries. 

The bloodthirsty Reavers, akin to 
Vikings, kidnap the English Prime 
Minister’s daughter, whom Lilly 
sets out to rescue. As she does, 
she discovers that none of the 
warring tribes is totally in the right, 
and that she might find villains and 
friends in unexpected places.

Diamand poses many serious 
questions in her exciting adventure 
and Lilly is an extremely  
likable heroine.

Reading Age: 9+
Interest Level: 9+
Publisher: The Chicken House
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The Knife of  
Never Letting Go
Written by Patrick Ness

This is Ness’ first book for young 
adults and won the 2008 Booktrust 
Teenage Prize. 

The story begins in a small town 
where women have been banished 
and only men remain. Due to a virus, 
everyone can hear each other’s 
thoughts: ‘Noise’.

Todd Hewitt, the last boy in the town, 
is on the brink of manhood. Forced 
one day to flee through a nearby 
swamp, he stumbles upon a patch of 
silence and – surprisingly – the first 
girl he has ever seen. Despite their 
initial mistrust of each other, Todd and 
Viola team up to evade the men who 
are chasing him.

As they flee he discovers much about 
himself, his family, about friendship 
and about prejudice.

The first in a series, this enthralling 
sci-fi/fantasy novel grips readers 
throughout, presenting them with 
tough questions about identity, ethics 
and the nature of truth.

Reading Age: 9+
Interest Level: 11+
Publisher: Walker

> Read an interview with, and exclusive 
writing tips from, Patrick Ness at  
www.booktrust.org.uk

teenage
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Bog Child
Written by Siobhan Dowd

Northern Ireland in 1981 is a 
confusing place to grow up. The 
Troubles are at their height and 
Fergus’ brother is on hunger strike 
in prison. His parents are always 
arguing and the world around Fergus 
seems beset by conflict and unrest.

One day while digging for peat 
with his uncle, Fergus unearths 
the body of a perfectly preserved 
Iron Age girl. As her tragic story 
unfolds in his dreams, we learn 
more of his own burgeoning love 
life and hopes for the future.

This is a beautifully written coming-
of-age tale, which deals with 
themes of mortality, peace and 
sacrifice. Fergus is an immensely 
likeable character whose story, 
along with that of the bog child, will 
long stay with those who read it.

Reading Age: 12+
Interest Level: 12+
Publisher: David Fickling Books

Chains
Written by Laurie Halse Anderson

Set in New York during the American 
Revolution, Chains tells the story 
of Isabel and her sister Ruth, sold 
into slavery to the wealthy, Loyalist, 
Lockton family.

In the name of freedom, the George 
Washington-supporting Patriots 
are fighting the British-supporting 
Loyalists, but Isabel is in search of a 
more personal freedom and cannot 
determine which faction is the most 
likely to help her. 

Mrs Lockton is devastatingly cruel 
to Isabel; with little to rely on, she 
becomes increasingly attached to 
Curzon, a slave who has set himself 
strongly in support of his own 
master’s Patriot cause. 

A brilliantly told, exciting story, with 
a brave and dignified heroine, Chains 
reveals the complexities of this 
chapter of American history.

The sequel is greatly anticipated.

Reading Age: 10+
Interest Level: 12+
Publisher: Bloomsbury
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Here are some more books we have 
enjoyed reading over the last few months; 
visit www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk  
to see the full reviews.

> 5 years and under
Dogs by Emily Gravett 
(Macmillan) 
Scruffy dogs and smart dogs, 
stroppy dogs and soppy dogs 
all make appearances in this 
beautifully illustrated book.

Elephant Wellyphant by Nick 
Sharratt (Alison Green Books)
A spotty unwelliphant and a 
chocolate caramelephant are 
among the unusual elephants in 
this bold, fun and expressive book.  

Dandylion by Lizzy Finlay  
(Red Fox)
This lively and poignant picture 
book celebrates friendship, diversity 
and the joy of a world enriched 
by extraordinary individuals.

My First Nursery Stories by  
Tony Ross (Andersen Press)
Eight classic children’s stories 
come to life with fresh and 
funny illustrations – perfect 
for reading aloud.

> 5 to 8 years
The Story Blanket by Ferida 
Wolff and Harriet May 
Savitz, illustrated by Elena 
Odriozola (Andersen Press) 
A fable-like, illustrated tale about 
sharing – and the never-ending 
unravelling and remaking of stories.

Traction Man Meets Turbo Dog  
by Mini Grey (Jonathan Cape)  
Tongue-in-cheek action adventure 
told in a comic-strip style.

Mr Gum and the Dancing Bear  
by Andy Stanton (Egmont)  
This fifth book about the thoroughly 
unpleasant Mr Gum was winner of 
the 2008 Roald Dahl Funny Prize.

Beryl Goes Wild by  
Jane Simmons (Orchard Books)  
An endearing tale of friendship and 
adventure and a valuable lesson in 
not judging a pig by its whiskers.

The Absolutely 
True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian
Written by Sherman Alexie 
Illustrated by Ellen Forney

Arnold is from a long line of Spokane 
Indians living on a reservation. His 
heritage is serious poverty and all its 
disadvantages – alcoholism, violence, 
gambling and precious little hope. 

Yet Arnold is an outsider in his 
community. Artistic and clever, he 
has dreams and ambition, and wants 
to forge his own way. And he does so, 
transferring to a school full of ‘white, 
racist, redneck, smart jocks’.

The story suggests that, if we are 
determined, we can all escape 
disadvantage and even find joy – 
through pictures, stories, knowledge 
and humour.

It shows that family and friendships 
are important, but that sometimes 
individuals need to step out of their 
community to achieve their potential.

This book is entertaining, accessible, 
affirming and wise. Outstanding.

Reading Age: 12+
Interest Level: 13+
Publisher: Andersen Press



> 9 to 12 years
Amazing by Hilary McKay 
(Barrington Stoke) 
Easy-to-read text with plenty 
of funny illustrations; perfect 
for reluctant readers.

Silverfin: The Graphic Novel 
by Charlie Higson, illustrated 
by Kev Walker (Puffin) 
The hundreds of frames in this book 
are an accomplished labour of love 
– a must for James Bond fanatics.

Toby Alone by Timothée 
de Fombelle (Walker) 
This exciting adventure has a 
serious message about the wisdom 
of using up the Earth’s resources.

Just Henry by Michelle  
Magorian (Egmont) 
Film fanatic Henry lives in post-war 
England with his fractured family; the 
revelations about his past become 
part of a story as gripping as any film.

> teenage
Apache by Tanya 
Landman (Walker) 
A fascinating view of the Native 
American struggle as seen 
through the eyes of Siki, an 
orphan of the Apache tribe. 

Bedlam by Ally Kennen 
(Marion Lloyd Books) 
Lexi Juby comes to terms with 
her dysfunctional family and 
forms an unlikely friendship 
in this gripping book.

The Knife that Killed Me by 
Anthony McGowan (Definitions) 
Compelling and disturbing, this is a 
book that will stay with all who read it.

The Robber Baron’s Daughter 
by Jamila Gavin (Egmont) 
A thought-provoking book in 
which Swan Lake is a passion 
for the protagonist and a 
metaphor for the storyline.
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