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Translated from the Portuguese by Daniel Hahn

Celebrated Angolan musician Faustino Manso has just died, leaving 
seven wives and eighteen children scattered across southern Africa. 
His youngest daughter, Laurentina, arrives in Angola from her home in 
Portugal to trace the story of the father she never knew.
 

My Father’s Wives is the story of Laurentina’s journey, but this fiction also 
runs in parallel with José Eduardo Agualusa’s story of the novel’s genesis, as 
writer and characters travel the southern African coast, from Angola, through 
Namibia and South Africa, to Mozambique, meeting extraordinary people and 
discovering Faustino’s secrets along the way.

This novel heralds the rebirth of Africa, a continent afflicted by terrible problems 
but blessed with a talent for music, by the ever-renewed strength of its women 
and the secret power of ancient gods.

Praise for The Book of Chameleons,
winner of the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize 2007:

‘A work of fierce originality, vindicating the power of creativity to transform 
even the most sinister acts.  Agualusa’s writing is brought vividly home to 
us by Daniel Hahn’ Amanda Hopkinson, Independent

‘Elegantly written and translated’ The Times

‘It’s not just Arcadia, and I, who have a good opinion of this book:  it won 
the Independent’s foreign fiction award for this year, against the usual 
stiff competition’ Nicholas Lezard’s paperback choice, Guardian

‘This prize-winning novel is rewarding and original with a fine sense of 
humour’ Daily Telegraph
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