Choosing books to go in Booktrust book gifting packs
Booktrust brings together independent panels of experts to select books for inclusion in the Booktrust national book-gifting programmes, Bookstart, Booktime and Booked Up. Senior book consultant Wendy Cooling liaises with publishers and chairs the selection panels.
· Bookstart 

The Bookstart selection panel aims to find books that will be welcome in any home in the UK and will encourage very young children into the wonderful world of stories, rhyme and illustration. Panel members change regularly but libraries, health and schools are always represented alongside members of the Booktrust team.

Booktrust invites publishers to submit books for the panel around every six months. Members of the panel will happily look at individual titles at other times as sometimes it is financially advantageous for Bookstart to order books to add on to the publishers’ planned print run. 
· Booktime

Our partner, education and publishing company Pearson, provides a shortlist each year. One title is then selected by an independent panel of experts, based on a set of criteria and feedback from previous years.  The panel includes representatives from libraries, local authorities and the education sector, independent consultants and Booktrust colleagues. 

For the first time in 2010-11, book packs will include a fact book: Why is the Sky Blue?, as well as a story book.
· Booked Up
Booked Up gives every Year 7 child the opportunity to select a free book from a list of twelve specially selected books. There are alternative books for pupils with additional needs. Publishers are asked to submit suitable titles and we invite individuals and organisations to put forward suggestions, including teachers, librarians and Reading Connects. From this list Wendy Cooling compiles a long list of titles which are then discussed by the Booked Up selection panel who make the final decision, taking into account a range of genres, interests and reading levels. 

The aim of Booktrust’s independent panels are to select the most appropriate and best written, illustrated and designed books for our packs; books that capture interest and imagination and that stimulate a dialogue between parent/carer and their young children, and also between children and their peers. 

Booktrust negotiates costs with individual publishers and sometimes a slight specification change is agreed in order to keep costs within budget, or to ensure that the artwork promotes positive images of diversity and are, as far as possible, inclusive of all children. 
Our thanks… 
Publishers have been hugely supportive of the Booktrust book gifting programmes.  
Authors and illustrators have often expressed their delight at seeing their books in the packs. These books soon become part of the lives of children and their families and can often lead them to buy or borrow other books or work by the same authors/illustrators. 
Booktrust very much values the support of all the authors who agree to be part of the book gifting programmes. 

Although Booktrust is not involved in negotiations over author/illustrator payments, which is a matter between individual publishers and their authors, we positively - and actively - encourage publishers to recognise the role of authors in appropriate remuneration. 
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