The Booktime Programme

Booktime encourages family
engagement and reading for pleasure by
giving a free book pack to children
starting primary school

Booktime aims to help every reception-
aged child (4-5 years) foster a love of
reading at an important transition stage
in their learning and development

Booktime builds on the success of
Bookstart, the free books programme for
babies and toddlers

Booktime is followed by Booked Up, the free
- books programme for Year 7 children at the
transition into secondary school booktrust
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Partners and Supporters

Booktime was set up by independent Booktime 2009-10 in Scotland
charity Booktrust in association with is delivered in association with
education and publishing company Scottish Book Trust and
Pearson in 2006 S supported by the Scottish

Government

Booktime in
England has been
supported by the
Department for
Children, Schools
and Families since
2007

Booktime 2009-10 in Northern
Ireland is supported by the
Department of Education

The Booktime 2009-10 pilot in
Wales is funded by Pearson
and endorsed by the Welsh
Assembly Government and
Basic Skills Cymru

Booktime is delivered across the UK in partnership
with schools, libraries and local authorities booktrust
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Booktime Results to Date

Since the launch of Booktime in 2006,

over 2.5 million children across the UK

have received nearly 4 million free books

Booktime booktrust
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Booktime Results to Date

Booktime number of books delivered by year
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Booktime 2009-10 Book Packs

Booktime is reaching more children Children in England receive an
and families than ever — nearly additional non-fiction title - this
760,000 across the whole of England, year, The Booktime Book of
Scotland and Northern Ireland with a Fantastic First Poems

pilot in Wales

The gift illustrated story book for 2009-
10 is Ed Vere’s Mr Big

e Booktime books are selected by an
Ilm independent panel of experts
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Developments in 2009-10

Booktime has a bright new look with Booktime supports classroom activities
 our refreshed branding and website and family reading events by providing
free resource packs

* with a new character Book .
4  to over 17,500 schools in England

. gr(])ilfy’r']sevvlllorld  and nearly 2,700 libraries in England

section for
families, as well
as dedicated
sections for
schools and
libraries

A wealth of interactive games, activities, films, book
recommendations and reviews are available to
download or enjoy on PCs and school whiteboards
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Targeted Provision

> Booktime gave out over packs to Local Authority
Coordinators for children and families at risk of social
exclusion, including Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, Elective
Home Educated and Looked After children

> Over children in 470 Special Needs schools
received book packs

> Offered three additional carefully selected titles free for
children with complex learning needs

> Provided free and editions of Mr Big
and The Booktime Book of Fantastic First Poems for
children with visual impairments

> Delivered free copies of Reading With Your
Child - in 29 community languages

www.booktime.org.uk




Feedback from Schools and Libraries

| have just received my Booktime pack. What a
delight! Besides cheering up an other wise dull
day it also reminded me of why teaching is so
enjoyable .

Teacher

The Prison Library Development Managers will
read Mr Big to the families. We're hoping that
some of the prisoners will follow the Storybook
Dads model, recording the story for their
children so that they can share it remotely.

Librarian

One girl said ‘I can’t believe
this is for me!’

Librarian
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The library service has had a positive
response to this scheme. It encourages
new members and acts as a prompt to
those who are already members but
who haven't visited for a while.

Librarian

We've used Mr. Big to teach all areas of
the curriculum over a two week period
and the children have produced some
brilliant work.

Teacher

Thank you, we have just received our
copies of the Braille books. We are
really pleased with them and very
excited to share them with the pupils.

Curriculum officer




Feedback from Children and Families

Reading is so very important also, any
scheme such as Booktime which
encourages parents to get their children
reading is a positive thing to do.

Parent

| love books and 'Mr Big' is really good
as it has a lovely happy ending. My
mummy, daddy and little brother
enjoyed it very much too when we all
sat down and read it together.

Child

Excellent, especially the poem book. It has got
my daughter very interested in poems - now
creating her own.

Parent

This is a truly wonderful way to inspire children to
love books and learn to read, and is much
appreciated by this parent and I'm sure many,
many others. The packs are imaginatively and
thoughtfully designed and it is so lovely to get
new books by the best children's authors.

Parent

My little boy was so proud and happy when he brought his book pack back
home. I’'m sure many other children felt the same way. It's a great scheme.

Parent




Independent Evaluation

2007-08 — University of Warwick

Parents and Carers:

A large majority of respondents (87%) said that they
had read Funnybones with their child

Most respondents (83%) who had read Funnybones
with their child said they would be likely to read
another book in the series

16% of parents/carers said they would read more with
their child as a result of the Booktime programme.
This response was higher among fathers and among
those who currently did not read to their child on a
daily basis.

Teachers:

88.6% of teachers said they had used the book and
7.7% said that they planned to

90.1 % reported that their pupils had enjoyed the
Funnybones book ‘very much’
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2008-09 - Booktrust

Parents and Carers:

Families were interviewed before and after receiving their
Booktime book pack:

Parents/carers who reported “never” reading with their child
before receiving their Booktime book packs decreased from
4% to none after they had received their Booktime book packs

Parents/carers who reported reading less than once a day
decreased from 100% to 58%

Parents/carers who reported reading once a day or more
increased from 0% to 42%

Teachers:

74% of teachers reported that they had read the book
with their pupils and 24% said that they planned to

90% said that their pupils had enjoyed the Harry and the
Dinosaurs book ‘very much’




