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Booktrust finds Best Children’s Book of All Time
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis is the Best Children’s Book of all Time, according to a new survey.

The fantasy novel which was written back in 1950 has beaten modern day classics such as Harry Potter and The Gruffalo to the top spot.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle takes second place in the poll.  The picture book is said to have sold one copy every minute since it’s publication in 1969.

And third place goes to Enid Blyton’s Famous Five Series, which was first written in 1942 and consists of 21 books about the fictional group of children in total.

The poll of 4,000 people was conducted by independent charity Booktrust, to support its government backed initiative Bookstart, which provides children with free books up and down the UK.

It revealed that Winnie the Pooh by A.A. Milne came in fourth place. The character, also known as Bear Of Very Little Brain, was first created back in 1926 and has gone onto become one of the world’s best known after being adapted by The Walt Disney Company.

Fifth place goes to The BFG (the Big Friendly Giant) by Roald Dahl, first published in 1982.

Viv Bird, director of Booktrust said: “It’s wonderful to see the enduring popularity of these books which are loved by generation after generation. 

“At Booktrust we want everyone to enjoy reading, whether it be returning to old favourites or encouraging people to try something new. The final 50 are a fascinating mix of classic and contemporary titles which offers something for everyone. ”

The best loved author in the poll is Roald Dahl – who has an astonishing SIX books listed in the top 50 best.

Enid Blyton has five books in the top 50, whilst Julia Donaldson has four.

The poll cited that four out of five parents read their children a bedtime story every night, for an average of 22 minutes a time.

And just over half of parents questioned said they started reading books to their children when they were six months old – whilst 18 per cent read stories to their baby bump before the child was born.

For all details of the survey results, log onto www.booktrust.org.uk
TOP 50 BEST CHILDREN’S BOOKS

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis

The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Eric Carle

Famous Five, Enid Blyton

Winnie the Pooh, A.A. Milne

The BFG, Roald Dahl

Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince, J.K. Rowling

The Faraway Tree, Enid Blyton

The Wind in the Willows, Kenneth Grahame

Alice in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll

The Gruffalo, Julia Donaldson

The Tales of Peter Rabbit, Beatrix Potter

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl

Matilda, Roald Dahl

The Secret Garden, Frances Hodgson Burnett

The Cat in the Hat, Dr Suess

The Twits, Roald Dahl

Mr Men, Roger Hargreaves

A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens

The Malory Towers Series, Enid Blyton

Peter Pan, J.M. Barrie

The Railway Children, E. Nesbit

Hans Christian Fairy Tales, H.C. Andersen

The Wizard of Oz, L. Frank Baum

The Witches, Roald Dahl

Stig of the Dump, Clive King

The Wishing Chair, Enid Blyton

Dear Zoo, Rod Campbell

The Tiger Who Came to Tea, Judith Kerr

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Jan Brett

James and the Giant Peach, Roald Dahl

A Bear Called Paddington, Michael Bond

Black Beauty, Anna Sewell

Where the Wild Things Are, Maurice Sendak

Aesop’s Fables, Jerry Pinkney

The Borrowers, Mary Norton

Just So Stories, Rudyard Kipling

Meg and Mog, Jan Pienkowski

Mrs Pepperpot, Alf Proyson

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, Michael Rosen

The Gruffalo’s Child, Julia Donaldson

Room on a Broom, Julia Donaldson

The Worst Witch, Jill Murphy

Miffy, Dick Bruna

The Little Prince, Antoine De Saint-Exupery

Flat Stanley, Jeff Brown

The Snail and the Whale, Julia Donaldson

Ten Little Ladybirds, Melanie Gerth

Six Dinners Sid, Inga Moore

The St. Clares Series, Enid Blyton

Captain Underpants, Dav Pilkey

India Knight:

“Bookstart is a wonderful programme that gives free books to babies and thus encourages even the smallest children (and their parents) to know and love books and to share the joy of reading. It's a brilliantly creative concept that encourages dreams and imagination, and sets alight a little flame at the youngest age. It deserves everyone's support." 

Angellica Bell: 

“When I was younger I remember how exciting it was to open up a new book and disappear into the magical world in front of me. Even when I didn’t understand the words, I loved experiencing the stories and pictures. I think it’s brilliant that Bookstart gives three packs of free books to every child, so that everyone can experience the adventures and fun of sharing books together.”
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About Bookstart 

Bookstart is the national programme that encourages all parents and carers to enjoy books with children from as early an age as possible. We want every child in the UK to develop a lifelong love of books. Bookstart is a public and private partnership and benefits from sponsorship from over 20 children’s publishers, Red House Books. Central funding is provided through the devolved administrations in Scotland and Wales, the Department of Education in Northern Ireland and the Department for Children, Schools and Families in England.  

Working through locally-based organisations, Bookstart gives the gift of free books to children at around eight months, 18 months and three years, along with guidance materials for parents and carers.

About Booktrust

Booktrust is an independent national charity that encourages people of all ages and cultures to discover and enjoy reading. Booktrust is responsible for a number of successful national reading promotions, sponsored book prizes and creative reading projects aimed at encouraging readers to discover and enjoy books. These include the Orange Broadband Prize for Fiction, the Children’s Laureate, the Get London Reading campaign, the Booktrust Teenage Prize and Bookstart, the national programme that works through locally based organisations to give a free pack of books to young children, with guidance materials for parents and carers. 

Booktrust has recently developed two further free book programmes in the UK: Booktime, run in association with Pearson, gives a free book to every Year One pupil, and Booked Up, which gives a free book, from a choice of twelve, to every Year Seven pupil. Check out www.booktrust.org.uk for more information
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