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Bookstart Guidelines

1.0What is Bookstart?

Bookstart is the national 
programme that encourages 
all parents and carers to enjoy
books with children from as
early an age as possible. 

We want every child in the 
UK to develop a lifelong love 
of books.

We achieve our mission by:

• giving the gift of free books to 
children at around eight months, 
18 months and three years, along 
with guidance materials for 
parents and carers

• fostering a love of books through 
a range of fun activities



Bookstart Guidelines

To achieve maximum impact 
and recognition for the brand, 
the use of the logos and other key
components must follow the brand
values and guidelines set out here.

All key components are provided 
in digital form (see the CD 
accompanying this guide). 

These should not be re-created, 
manipulated, or distorted in 
any way.  

If information about a specific
brand application cannot be found
in this guide, please refer to the
contacts list (section 8.0) for 
further information.

1.1
What is Bookstart?
brand values

• Universal
• Warm
• Encouraging
• Fun 
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Logo
This follows the typography and
colours of the Booktrust branding
combined with the  ‘blue bear’ 
that has become synonymous 
with Bookstart. It incorporates the
short strapline ‘est. by booktrust
1992.’ This strapline must not be
removed.

This logo is designed for use by
local schemes, project partners
and all other external logo requests
(see section 2.1 for details and 
section 7.0 for examples). 

Note: there are English and
Welsh/English (dual language) 
versions of this logo. Both versions
follow the same guidelines for use
but should never appear together.

Other straplines do not form 
part of the identity. Any straplines
should be incorporated in the 
overall design layout and must 
be presented for approval before
being released to print. 

When the word Bookstart is
included in a project title or 
sub-brand the word should not
appear as the logo. The logo 
should be present elsewhere on
the layout as per the guidelines.

2.0Logo

Bookstart logo with
strap, English version
(local print)

Bookstart logo with
strap, dual language
Welsh version
(local print)
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2.1
Logo
exclusion zones and minimum size

Bookstart logo 
The Bookstart logo must sit on 
the top or bottom right of the page.
On small items, where there is only
space for the logo (eg stickers), the
logo may be placed in the centre
(see section 7.0 for examples 
of use). 

Exclusion zones
Other printed elements (text or
image) must not be positioned 
so close to any of the key 
components that legibility and 
clarity are jeopardised.

Printed elements must be placed
clear of the Bookstart logo at a
minimum distance equal to the 
size of the central ‘k’ and ‘s’. 

Other logos must be shown at an
appropriate scale situated to the
left of the logo at a distance equal
to the width of the Bookstart logo.

Minimum size
In order to ensure legibility, the
logo should not be reproduced at
sizes smaller than indicated here. 

For oversized reproduction 
ie logo larger than A4 size, 
contact Emily Butt (see contacts
section 8.0).20 mm

30 mm
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Primary colours
The main Bookstart brand colours
are red, grey and blue. The red and
grey colours are taken from the
Booktrust palette and convey a
clean, creative and fresh quality.
The blue is exclusive to Bookstart.
It introduces a softness to the
scheme as well as referencing 
the established ‘blue bear’.

When using spot colours, 
Pantone colour chips should be
provided to the printer for accurate
colour matching. 

Note: all CMYK and RGB build
colour components are given as 
a percentage.

3.0Colour palettes

Pantone
179

CMYK
C0 M79 Y74 K2

Pantone
Cool Grey 10

RGB
R82 G28 B24

CMYK
C0 M0 Y0 K70

RGB
R36 G36 B35

Secondary colours
The secondary brand colours 
are green, violet and a selection 
of tints (based on the other colours
within the palette). 

Note: the grey is not used as a tint.

The tints should be used for 
backgrounds in branding materials,
and the bolder colours can be 
used to add vibrancy and variety 
to communication materials 
(see section 7.0 for application
examples).

Secondary colours must NOT 
be used for the Bookstart logo.

Pantone
277

CMYK
C27 M8 Y0 K0

RGB
R78 G85 B94

Pantone
368

CMYK
C65 M0 Y100 K0

Pantone
2665

RGB
R53 G70 B20

CMYK
C40 M76 Y0 K0

RGB
R58 G32 B60

Red
30%

Blue
60%

Green
30%

Violet
25%

TINTS

 



Bookstart logo acceptable
colour applications
The logo should be reproduced in
the three primary brand colours
(see section 3.0). 

The book in the illustration should
always be red, but the text and bear
outline may appear in black, if the
background is a darker field.

Note: these guidelines are all
applicable to the Welsh version.

Bookstart logo NOT acceptable
colour applications
The colours of the logo elements
may not be switched. The logo may
not be reproduced in Bookstart
secondary colours or any other
colours than those specified.

To maintain legibility the logo
should appear with high contrast
against the background colour. 

Note: the logos should never be used
in a box. The boxes shown here are
to indicate background colour only.

3.1
Colour palettes
logo in colour
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3.2
Colour palettes
logo in black and white

Bookstart logo acceptable
black and white applications
The Bookstart logo may be 
reproduced in black and white.
There is no fill in the bear and 
the book is a 60% tint of black. 

Note: both ‘Bookstart’ and strapline
are black.

Bookstart logo NOT acceptable
black and white applications
The logo may not be reversed-out 
if used on black or a dark field 
ie  the text and bear outline must
not be produced in white.

To maintain legibility the logo
should appear with sufficient 
contrast against the background.

tint background = 0 – 25%

Note: the logo should never be used
in a box. The box shown here is only
to indicate background colour.

Acceptable contrast
25% tint background

NOT acceptable contrast
75% tint background

NOT acceptable reversed-out
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4.0Imagery

Bookstart holds a bank of approved
photographic images suitable 
for use in marketing materials. 
These images should be used
wherever possible, although are 
not advised (due to reproduction
quality) for photocopying purposes.

The images feature a range of UK
families engaging with books and
reading in a variety of situations.
The images are relaxed in style 
and embody the Bookstart brand
values. Images used should always
reflect a fair representation of age,
ethnicity and background.

Images may be used in full colour
or black and white.

Requests for images should be
made to Emily Butt (see contacts
section 8.0).

Note: where it is not practical 
to use photography (eg when 
photocopying), design should 
be kept simple and clip art should 
be avoided.
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Typeface
One typeface, Arial, should be
used for all branding applications.

Roman (regular) is the default
weight to be used, and should be
used in upper and lower case. 

Arial Bold is used for main 
headlines, subheads and key short
texts. Roman weight is used for
body text. Italic can also be used
where necessary eg book titles. 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS

TUVWXYZ ?!>£1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR

STUVWXYZ?!>£1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR
STUVWXYZ?!£>1234567890 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Arial Roman

Arial Bold

Arial Italic

Subhead in Arial Bold

“Paragraph text should be typeset in Arial

Roman (regular). This is 10 point type on

14 point leading.” 

This is some more 10 point type on 14

point. This is some more 10 point type 

on 14 point leading. 

Bookstart typography When written, Bookstart should
always be initial caps and as
one word.

All text should be set flush-left
(not justified or centred) and 
quotation marks should be hung
outside of the text box.

See examples (section 7.0) for 
demonstrations of typography 
and typeface application. 

5.0Typography
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All branded pieces should 
be reproduced on the most 
sustainable materials available. 

Printed papers should be smooth,
white, and with an uncoated 
or matt finish (not glossy). 
They should contain a minimum 
of 75% post-consumer waste.

Printing and paper should be
sourced from local suppliers 
wherever possible to minimise 
the  ‘paper miles’ loop from
resource to end product. Printing
using vegetable-based inks where 
possible is advised.

6.0Paper

re
cycle

d
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This section provides a set 
of applications showing the
Bookstart brand at work. 

All branded materials must 
be presented to Emily Butt for
approval before being released
to print. 

7.0Examples
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7.1
Examples
supplied items

These designs use the Bookstart
logo with strap and show all key
brand components in their correct 
relative positions and scales.

Poster and stickers
These are examples of print 
items provided to local schemes
for their use.

Poster

Stickers
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8.0Contacts

Approval and design 
queries on branding for 
all Bookstart materials

Emily Butt
Booktrust
Book House
45 East Hill
London SW18 2QZ
020 8516 2980
emily@booktrust.org.uk

All branded materials must
be presented to Emily Butt for
approval before being released 
to print. 

Any queries about the use of the
Bookstart logo and Brand Guide
should be directed to Emily Butt.
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